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remarks JAN , 2 2007 

In the present case, Examiner Swiger has issued a final Office Action concerning claims 
44-58, rejecting each of the claims principally on the basis of one or both of U.S. patent No. 
5,797,91 1 to Shennan and U.S. Patent No. 5,891,145 to Morrison. With respect to certain 
claims, as farther discussed below, U.S. Patent No. 6,090,1 1 1 to Nichols and U.S. Patent No. 
6,280,442 to Barker were combined with the Shennan reference in an obviousness rejection. 
The pending claims were added in response to a prior Office Action, and thus this Action is the 
first consideration of those claims by the Examiner. Claims 59-62 have been cancelled without 
prejudice to refiling in this or a continuing application. Entry of new claims 63-68, which 
depend from independent claims 44 and 53, is respectfully requested. Reconsideration of the 
present claims in view of the following arguments is respectfully requested. 

Rejections under Section 102 over Sherman 

The pending Office Action first alleged that claims 44-45, 47, 49-53 and 55-56 were 
anticipated by the Sherman reference. Respectfully, the Sherman reference does not expressly or 
inherently show all elements of at least independent claims 44 and 53, and therefore this 
rejection should be withdrawn* 

Claims 44 and 53 each recite, among other things, a receiver member having an interior 
groove. In claim 44, that interior groove is substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of 
the receiver member, and in claim 53, that interior groove is around at least a part of a lower 
opening portion of the receiver member. The Sherman reference does not show an interior 
groove as recited in these claims* A reproduction of Sherman's Figure 4, showing a receiver 
member, is below. As seen in that drawing, item 36 is not a groove, but is the middle portion of 
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the central bore 34, which also includes a lower, tapered portion 35 and an upper threaded 



portion 37. The figure also shows that the diameter of recess portion 36 is the sanxe as the 
diameter of recess portion 35 where 35 and 36 meet, and is the same as the outer diameter (or 
root diameter) of the threaded section 37, Sherman states that recess portion 35 expands from a 
lower opening to the diameter of the recess portion 36 (see column 5, lines 23-30 and 58-60), 
and that the diameter of the recess portion 36 is slightly larger than the inner diameter (crest 
diameter) of the threaded portion 37 (see column 6, lines 50-52). That inner or crest diameter 
appears to be indicated by the inner pair of vertical dotted lines in Sherman's Figure 5. Thus, 
Sherman describes a receiver member 12 with a "unitary** bore 34 which tapers at one end, has 
threads that extend into it at another end, and a constant diameter middle joining the ends. 

The present application describes and shows a groove 41 that is essentially a trough in a 
wall 39, The drawings and text of the present application note that groove 41 has a diameter 
larger than the diameter of wall 39. See, e«g*, paragraph 0032, and FIGS 3C and 7. That usage is 
consistent with the ordinary meaning of "groove," which is defined as a channel or depression. 
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See Meiriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10th ed., p. 514 (copy enclosed). The portion 36 
of bore 34 in Sherman is not a channel or depression, but is a constant diameter part of bore 34 
that j oins a lower portion that tapers from the same diameter as part 36, and an upper portion 
with the same diameter as part 36 and thread crests extending from that diameter. It is 
recognized that the Examiner must use the broadest reasonable interpretation of claim terms in 
his examination. However, based on the disclosure of the present application^ the disclosure of 
Sherman, and the plain meaning of "groove," it is submitted that one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not appreciate the idea of a "groove" from Sherman's item 36. 

It is also submitted that the Office Actio** reads too much into crown member 13 (with 
surface 45) of the Sherman reference in calling it a "retaining member" as recited in claim 44. 
Referring principally to column 6, line 44-column 7, line 55, a basis for calling crown member 
13 a '"retaining member" as in the claims is not seen. Crown member 13 is contained within 
receiver member 12, it provides a conical underside for secure connection to a bone screw head, 
and it transfers force from a rod through to the screw head* Sherman describes inserting a screw 
through the receiver member, securely threading the screw into bone, and inserting the crown 
member, rod and set screw. When the bone screw is in the bone, the crown member is loose 
within the receiver member to allow movement of the receiver member with respect to the bone 
screw. While the crown member provides secure mechanical connection and force transmission, 
it is not clear how the Examiner considers it to be a "retaining member" as in the pending claims. 

The crown member 13 of Sherman has an analog with the crown member 70 of the 
present application, which clearly has a different function from the claimed retaining member. 
In the present application, the crown member performs the same functions as the crown member 
in Sherman, but it is the ring or other retaining member that holds the assembly together. In 
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Sherman, the lower portion of the bote 34 keeps the bone screw ux Respectfully, there is no 
basis for comparing the crown member 13 of Sherman to the claimed retaining member, 
especially since the present application discloses a crown member and it is quite different from 
the disclosed retaining member. 

Claim 53 also recites that the claimed groove is around at least a part of a lower opening 
portion of the receiver member. As explained above, however, Sherman's part 36 of bore 34 is 
in the middle of its receiver member, separating an upper part of bore 34 from a lower part. 
Sherman accordingly clearly discloses that part 36 is atop and away from a lower opening and 
lower part of bore 34. See Sherman, column 5, lines 24-28 ("The lowermost portion of the bore 
34 defines a tapered recess 35 within which the head 22 of the bone screw 1 1 resides • . . [and] 
also includes a crown recess 36 that is directly above the tapered recess 35.") Since Sherman 
places its part 36 above the lows* portion of bore 34, respectfully it cannot be said that part 36 is 
around a lower opening portion of its receiver member 12. 

For at least these reasons, independent claims 44 and 53 are not anticipated by Sherman. 
Claims 45, 47, 49-53 and 55-56 are dependent from one of those claims, and therefore also 
cannot be anticipated by Sherman. Applicants reserve the right to point out later specific 
differences between one or more of these dependent claims and the Sherman reference. 

Rejections under Section 102 oyer Morrison 

The pending Office Action also alleged that claims 44-47, 49-53 and 55-57 were 
anticipated by the Morrison reference. Respectfully, the Morrison reference does not expressly 
or inherently show all elements of at least independent claims 44 and 53, and therefore this 
rejection should be withdrawn. 
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Claims 44 and 53 each recite, among other things, a receiver member having an interior 
groove. In claim 44, that interior groove is substantially perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of 
thQ receiver member, and in claim 53, it is around at least a part of a lower opening portion of the 
receiver member* The Morrison reference does not show an interior groove as recited in these 
claims. hntially, it is noted that the Office Action did not specify what part of Morrison's 
receiver member 30 was considered to be a "groove," and so this rejection, is ambiguous. Even 



so, Morrison's Figure 4 (reproduced above) shows no groove. Items 34 and 37 are angled entry 
and exit surfaces (see column 6, lines 2-13), and these outward surfaces clearly are not a groove 
as recited in claims 44 and 53. Surface 35 is an "upper" surface in receiver member 30, and can 
be threaded for a set screw or plug (see column 6 ? lines 4-8). It is not a groove, and it is not 
around a lower portion of the receiver member. Surface 36 is inward of surfaces 35 and 37, and 
thus is not a groove as recited in the claims since it is not a channel or depression (as in the 
dictionary definition) and it does not have a diameter greater than the adjacent wall, as discussed 
in the present application. (The discussion of the term "groove" above is applicable here as 
well.) Respectfully, nothing in the Morrison receiver member is an internal groove as recited in 
claims 44 and 53, and thus Morrison does not anticipate those claims. 
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The Office Action appears to assert that "wedge member" 50 of the Morrison reference is 
a Gaining member/' based on its reference to Figure 8b. However, wedge member 50 does not 
occupy an internal groove* as recited in claim 44. It has already been noted that receiver member 
30 does not have a groove at all. Wedge member 50 is clearly not of a dimension that wotdd 
allow it to occupy any groove in the receiver member. Rather, it is designed to sit within an 
outer member 40 that in torn is wedged into tapered surface 36. In feet, neither of members 40 
or 50 can occupy a groove, member 40 because of its sise and placement within member 50, and 
member 50 because it is intended for a tapered fractional connection with the receiver member. 

Claim 53 also recites that the claimed groove is around at least a part of a lower opening 
portion ofthe receiver member. As explained above, Morrison does not show or suggest a 
groove in its receiver member. Even if wider portion 35 ofthe receiver member could be 
considered a "groove," that pprtion is clearly not around a lower portion, but is intended to be at 
the top to accommodate a set screw. 

For at least these reasons, independent claims 44 and 53 axe not anticipated by Morrison- 
Claims 45, 47, 49-53 and 55-56 are dependent from one of those claims, and therefore also 
cannot be anticipated by Morrison. Applicants reserve the right to point out later specific 
differences between one or more of these dependent claims and the Morrison reference* 

Rejections under Section 103 over Sherman in view of Nichols 

Claims 46 and 48 were initially rejected as allegedly obvious over a combination of the 
Sherman and Nichols references. Respectfully, this obviousness rejection should be withdrawn 
at least because incorporating the ring of Nichols into the Sherman reference would change die 
principle of operation of Sherman or would be less effective and therefore undesirable. 
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Nichols discloses a split ring 42 that sits above and put of contact with a bone screw 
head, while a rod contacts the screw head to fix the rod, "s? curement body"* 16 and the bone 
screw, Shetman, on the other hand, requires its crown nxenxbesr 13 to float on top of the bone 
screw in order to provide the force transmission and frictional or mechanical connection that 
locks the Sherman device. Importing the oxit-of-coirtact split ring of Nichols into Shertqan 
would change the principle of operation of Sherman by removing the functions of its crown 
member 13. See, e.g., column 1 9 lines 38-46 ("As the compression continues, the flared edge 26 
of the bone screw 22 penetrates or bites into the conical bore 45 of die crown member 13. ... 
The penetration of the flared edge 26 helps prevent disengagement between the crown member, 
receiver and bones crew [sic, bone screw] head under severe spinal loads, thereby adding a great 
degree of security of the fixation of the bone screw 1 1 to the spinal rod IL") A loss of that 
"degree of security" would be considered undesirable to one of skill in the art Thus, using the 
Nichols ring in place of the Sherman crown member would mean that the Sherman rod would 
directly contact the bone screw head at substantially one point, fundamentally changing the 
operation of the Sherman device and making it less desirable. On at least this basis, one of 
ordinary skill would not find a combination of Sherman and Nichols obvious. 

Rejections under Section 103 over Sherman in view of Barker 

The Office Action also initially rejected claims 54 and 57-58 as allegedly obvious over a 
combination of the Sherman references and U.S. Patent No. 6, 280,442 to Barker. This rejection 
should be withdrawn at least because this application claims priority to the Barker reference, and 
thus Barker is not prior art to this case. In the paper filed in this case on March 23, 2006, an 
amendment was made to recite specifically the claim to the benefit of U.S. Patent Nos, 6,^60,004 
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and 6,280,442. Further, in the event that that claim to benefit was deemed to be late, that paper 
included a request to consider it a petition under 37 C.RR. 1.78(a)(3), an authorization to charge 
the appropriate fee for consideration of such a petition, and the statements relating to 
unintentional delay. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that a proper claim to priority from 
tLS- Patent 6,280,442 has been made, and consequently that patent may not be used as a 
reference against the pending claims. 

Further, the facts discussed above with respect to the applicability of Sherman to claims 
44 and 53 are equally applicable to claims 54 and 57-58. For at least the above reasons, the 
rejection of claims 54 and 57-58 should be withdrawn. 

Rejection iffider Section 112 

The Office Action further alleged that the phrase "said member" in line 2 of claim 45 
renders die claim indefinite. It is respectfully submitted that that phrase is clear in the context of 
the rest of claim 45 and its independent claim 44, and therefore no amendment is necessary* 
However, to give claim 45 additional clarity, the above-noted amendment has been made, and 
withdrawal of this rejection is respectfully requested. No substantive changes to the claims are 
intended, and none are believed to have been made. The claims are intended to have the full 
scope to which their language entitles them, including equivalents. 

New Claims 

New claims 63-68 have been presented, and their entry is respectfully requested These 
claims are dependent from allowable claims 44 and 53, and therefore present no new search and 
examination burden, and a number of claims have been cancelled from this application. The 
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subject matter of these claims is supported throughout the application, but particularly in Figure 
7 and the text relating to it and to the retaining member and the screw shown in it No new 
matter has been added. 

Conclusion 

It should be understood that the above remarks are not intended to provide an exhaustive 
basis for patentability or concede the basis for the rejections in the Office Action but are simply 
provided to address the rejections made in the Office Action in the most expedient fashion. 
Applicants reserve the right to contest later positions taken by the Examiner that are not 
specifically addressed herein. None of the arguments made herein are intended to limit the literal 
or equivalent scope of the claims. 

In conclusion, because the claims in this case are allowable over the references relied on 
in the pending Office Action for at least the above reasons, a Notice of Allowance in this case is 
respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chrrstopher'A. Brown, Reg. No. 41,642 
Woodard, Emhardt, Moriaity „ 

McNett & Henry LLP 
111 Monument Circle, Suite 3700 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-5137 
(317)634-3456 
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4. 



built out from a Shore to protect th* Shore from erosion, to trap sand. 

or to direct a current for scouring a channel 
2 grpii) v/(ca. 1816) : to build or cq trip with groins 
gronvmet V*gra>xnai, 'gr»-\ » [obs. F *o«*fti? curb of a bridle) <1626) 

1 s a flexible loop that serve* AS * fastening, support* Or reinforcement 

2 : jui eyelet of Oral material to strengthen or protect an opening or to 
insulate or protect something passed khrouih it 

gronwcl) Vfiram-.weL -wal\ n [ME ^ram'd, fr. MP] (J4c) : any of a 
genus tLUfmpmnum) of plant* of the borage family havinft paHahed . 
White stOuy nutlets . ' ■ 

igroora Vgrilra. 'grufflN ti [MBgrcnO (14C) 1 archaic : MaN.FBLIO* 2 
a (I) archatc z manservant (2) : one of several officers of the En- 
glish royal household fa : a person responsible for the feeding exercis- 
ing, and stabling or horses 5 f bridegroom : " 

zgroom w ( 1 609) 1 : to Clean and condition (ax a horse pr dbg) 2 : to 
make neat or attractive <an impeccably ~*vd woman) 3 : to get into 
readiness for a specific objective : PREPARE (was being ~ed as a presi- 
dential candidate) ~vii to groom Oneself . 

groom* er \'gr11-mar\ n (ca. 1 890) : one who grooms (as dogs) - 

grooms-man Vgr"mx-msn, "grumzA n (1698) i a male friend who 
attends a bridegroom at bis wedding 

■gToorj V^rOjA n [ME grOo/- akin to OE gra/bn to dig — more at 



O.RAVU 
routine 



RUT b 



a long narrow channel or depression 2 a-r,* tixtid.': 
situation suited to on e*e abilities or interests 



t niche 3 : top form <a great talker when he 1% in the ~) 4 j tbe 
middle of the atrike zone in baseball where a pitch is most easily hit <a 
fastball nght in the ~) 5 ; an enjoyable Of exciting experience 6 1 a . 
pronounced enjoyable rhythm 
ferwve *b grooved; groov-ing vf (1686) 1 «ttO make a grobve in 
b : to join by a groove 2 : to perPect by repeated practice (grooved her 
golf swing) 3 : to throw (a pitch) in the groove »-> vi X t to become 
joined or fitted by a groove 2 : to form a groove 3 : to enjoy oneself 
Intensely 4: to interact harmoniously <C0atemp0rary minds and roek 
— together — Benjamin DeMott) — gyoov-er n 

groovy \'gru-v€\ ad) groov-i-er; est Cos, 1937) 1 i marvelous, won- 
dekfu L> excellent <fdt that this poetry was . . . enjoyable, not to men- 
tion ~ — R, M. Mucdgrosso) 2 : hip <a younger and groovier audi- 
ence — Robert MacKenxie) 

grope Vgrop\ vb sloped; srop»tng [ME, fr. OE Grapian; aldn to OE 
gripan to seize] vflbef. 12c) 1 : to feel about blindly or uncertainly in 
search <~ for the light 5 witcji> 2 t to look for something blindly or 

Uncertainly <~ for the right words) 3i to fed One's way t 
: feel up 2 : to find (as one's way) by groping — grope » — grop^er 

n. 

eros'beak Vgros-.bekV » [part trans. Of F Brosbcc, fr. grox thick + <w 
beak] (ca. 1,678) ; any Of several finches of Europe or America having 
large stout conical bills 

ETO*SChen Vtro-shan. 'groA n, pi £ roach en [Ol (1946) — see schafing 
at money iflble 

gros*ETajja Vcrfl-^ranV n [F giro grain coarse texture] ( 1 869) : » etrong 
clos«-woven corded fabric USU. Of silk or rayon and often with cotton 
filler — compare OROGRAM 

isross \'grOB\ adj (ME, fr. W grt?i thick, coarse, fr» L eram»] < 1 4c) X 
a arcftote : immediately obvious b (1) : glaringly noticeable usu. 
because of inexcusable badness or objection able ness error) (2) 
t Ovt^andjout. utter (r* injustice) e : visible without the aid of a 
microscope 2 a ; RC SULKY: €2p i exCeaaively fat fa t growing or 
spreading with excessive luxuriance 3 u : of, relating to, or dealing 
with general aspects or broad distinctions b : consisting off an overajQ 
total exclusive of deductions income^ — compare net 4 : made up 
of material or perceptible elements 5 archaic » not fastidious in taste 
I Utf DiscRiittrNATlNG 6 a : coarse in nature or behavior : unrefined 
b : gravely deficient in civility or decency s erudejy vulgar <mareiy 
a scatological rather than a pornographic impropriety — Aldous Hux- 
\e*> cs(on8 : inspiring disgust ox distaste <that sandwich looks — ) 7 
t deficient in knowledge : tCNORArrr. untutored syn see COaRsb. 
fl ao r. awt —~ grp5*'ly fldp — gTOSS-ness n 

2 gr055 n U579) 1 Obs : AMOUNT, SUM 2 ; overall total exclusive of 
deductions 

'gross vf (JBB4) ; to eam or bring in Un overaTl total) exclusive of de- 
ductions (as for taxes or expense*) — grosser n 

4 gros« n. pi gross [ME groc*. fr. MP grojje, fr, fen. of grm] (14c) : ajQ 
aggregate or 12 dozen Owngs <a ~ of pencils) 

gross anatomy ft (1888) : a branch of anatomy that deals with the 
macroscopic structure of tissues ajxi organs 

Cross national product n (1947) : the total value of the goods and 
services produced by the residents of a nation during a specified period 
<as a year) 

groas-out Vgrd^sautX n. o^en aurib (1973) : something inspiring dis- 
gust or distaste 

gross out vt f 1 968) : to offend, insult, or disgust by something gross 



ET06.SU.lar ; Vgras-ya-|w\ «{NL Cmrju /orVa" geViiej namc~oflhT fiooae- 
berry] <IBI9J = 9 variety of garnet that is most commonly green and 
consists Of calcium aluminum silicate 

BTos-eu-la-rke \-la-,r?t\ n [O Grossutorit, fr. Mt. Craxxutaria] (ca. 1847) 

Vgr6-sbe\ also gross or groin* VgrdsbA ft, pi groezy fPcJ] 
.1916) — see aloty at money table 

ETOt Vgrat\ n pvtl? grcrtt*. fr. Itgrotto] (1 506) : OROTTO 

fgro.t>esqt« SgrO-'tesk\ rt [MF& OU\ MP, fr. Olt (ptitum) grottvxa, 
lit., cave painting, fcm. of gromzjrpof a cave fr. sroiia} (J361) t a; a 
Style Of decorative art characterized by fanciful or fantastic human and 
animal forms often interwoven with foliage or similar figures that may 
distort the natural into absurdity, ughness, or caricature b : a piece of 
work in this style 2 : one that is grotesque 3 r sans serif 

'grotesque adj (1601) t of. relating to, or having the characteristic* of 
the grotesque; as a : fanciful, bizarre b 1 absurdly incongruous c 
: departing markedly from the natural the expected, or the typical 
syn sea fantastic — gro-tcsqwly adv — gro.tesqne>oess t 

Bro-ces.que>Ti« o&> Kro-tcs^uc-ry \gr6--ie>ka-re\ n, pi -rics f>D- 
/epouc 4- P -cryT (ca. 1666) 1 : something that is grotesqnT 2 
: thequshty or state of being grotesque t grotzsqueness 



grot'to Vgri^JtoX n. pi nrottc 
crypta cavem, crypt] 0617) 1 : cavb 5 : an artii 
Jure made to resemble a natural cave 



1 



rare made to resemble a natural cave °VAi 
— grouch *i ' K711 



erouch VgraucbA n rj)rob. alter, of g 
fit of bad temper b : orudoe. complaint 
complaining person : orumbler — grouch »- 
pxouchy Verau-chE\ adj toOocs.Kn -est (ca. 1893) : g Jv*h , M 
bling : peevism — groMCh-My \-ch>4c\ adv — CTOQcJmT J£.£g 
ncs\ n ^*Jffl 
'ground \'grRund\ n, often atitlb [ME, fr. OE gntndj aV: n J'-a 
gniH* ground! (bef. 12c) 1 ft ; the bottom of a body of uLU^P* 
(1) : sediment 1 (2) : ground coffee beans after brewinjTrJiS 
basis fox ; belief, action, or argument <~ for complaint) — oh^-<i? 
Pi. b (I) : a fundamental logical condition (2) : a basic^^ 
cai cause 3 a; a surrounding area t background b^Sf 41 

serves as a substratum 4 a : the surface of the. earth VV 
used for a particular purpose <oarsde ~) <hshing —*) c aj V < 
around and belonging to a house or other building d : aV * r L 
won or defended in or as if in battle a i an area of knowiHk,^ 
cial interest (covered a lo! of ~ in his lecture) S a ; SnnTliw, 
i. * special soil 6 a r an object. that makes an electrical ^w^IS 
with the earth fa : a large conducting body (as the eajth) S£5S 
common return for an electric circuit and as an arbitrary zcto^f^ 
tial c ; electric connection with a ground 7 1 a football offen^t 
ing primarily running plays — from the ground np 1 » -l^lf " 
or afresh 2 : from top to bottom : THOROUOHtY — bito th* t 
: beyond what is necessary or tolerable : to exhaustion <lawL: 
issue into th* ground — rVflWiwee/c) — off the ground : in 

flight : Off to a good Start <the program never got off thtg^Z^, 

the ground : at the scene of action — to ground 1 : Tito sS? 
(the Fox went to ground) X \ into hidtng <might need to make*.£ 
it and go to grou n<S someplace —Edward Hoagjand) 
^ground Vt 03c) 1 a : to bring to or place gn the ground^'' 

cause-to run aground 2 a t to provido a reason or justificaiL, 
(our fears about technological change may he well -~*ed — r ivS 
liams) b : to furnish with a foundation of knowledge : 6ai B hf 
dcistsutding . . . that is ~td in fact —Michael Kimmelmaa) 
connect electrically with a ground 4 a 5 to restrict to the wood 
a pilot) b - to prohibit from taking part in some usual aetata <ti 
her for a week) 9 : to throw (a football) intentionally u> the cratiS 
avoid being tackled for a loss ~ ri 1 : to have a ground or? 
: rely 2 : to run aground 3 • to hit a grounder tfu 

sgyouxia past and past part O/ORlNO 

gronod Wl n (1857) : a batted baseball that bounds or roEU^ 
ground " a 

ground hassn (1699) t „.. w . 

low constantly cbajnginff melody and harmony 
ground, boctle n (1848) : any of a large 



dac) of soil-inhabiting usu. carnivorous often 3 
beetles COmmonjy havirxg fused elytra 
ground-brealk-cr \'grauil(d)-,bra-k&r\ « (1940) : one thai i 
i H0WBBR 

groun6%br©ak.lna x-.bra-kirjX aay (1907) 1 markedly ixuiovatml 
wrltton a ~- work) «S» 
cround-burjrt \-,bom\ n (ca. 1931) t the detonation of a OUT 
bead at ground level 
ground-chfir-ry Vgraun(d)-'fcber^6\ n ( 1 807) 1 any of nurhenaoM 
New World plants (genus Physalbs) of the nightshade family -wittS 
fruits m papery husks; af»t the fmit Of Che grOuncS-cherry 
' * ' ' * % S waterproof sheet placed on the s 

ig bag) against soil moisture 
1 i the small plants on a forest floor e 
(anting of low plants (as Ivy) that cove? 
> 1 a plant adapted for use as ground cwtrij 
the mechanics and technicians who tT~ 



a short boss passage continually repeal 



ground, cloth n (1931) 
protection (as of a sJ< 
ground cover n G 

younJt trees % a : a 

ground in place of turf 
ground crew n (1934) 
and service an airplane 
ground-effect machine n [fr. the lift provided by compressii 
between the vehicle and the ground] (1962) : hovercraft 
ground-cr Vgra0n-dar\ n (ca. 1867>: orounosall 
ETOund-flsh \'graun(d)-^ish\ « (1856) i a bottom fish; *jp : i ] 
fish (as a cod, haddock, pollack, or flounder) of commercial ' 
tance .$JJ 
ground floor a (1601) 1 : the Floor of a house most nearly oa' 
with the ground — - compare first FLOOR 2 t a favorable pt 
privileged opportunity usu. obtained by early participants — 
in the phrase tn on ikeground ftoor 
ground glass it (18457 s glass with a lighudiff using 
by etchin g or abradin g 



ground-hog Wraun(dJ-,h6g. -JiMg\ n (1742) : ^ 

Groundhog X>ay n I/r. the legend that a groundhog emenpoyc] 



burrow returns to hibernate if it sees its shadow an this dsyjfg 
"ebruary 2 that traditionally indicates six more weeks <rf:*Ej« 
-" *r an early x — ! - - - J — J - * ^ 

. ing\Vrant. 

mentals of a field of knowledge 



: Fi 

SUnny or an 
ground-in 



xly spring rf cloudy • --.r, 
prfl6n-djrj\ n (1644) : training or instruction in twjl 



ground ivy n (14c) : a trailing print (Gbcfepma hi 

rounded leaves and blue- purple P 
grOund-liesa Vgjaan(d)-l3S\ adj 



having no ground orfc 
groundJees-ness a: X 
a a spectator w??.^ 

, , _ person of nxtsophwrr- 

2i one that hves or works on or near the ground , 
ground loop n (1928) i a sharp uncontrollable torn mane:?!? 
crnft on the ground and usu. caused by an unbalanced draf 
wingUp touching the ground) jSS« 
EToundUmass \'graun(d)-jnas\ it (1879) : the nne-grai&td? 
base of a porphyry in which the larger distinct crystals are on.^ 
ground mexistcrn n (1938) t the part of a primary aP^^ 
rcmsining after difiercnttadon of protoderxn and prccsmbht^r 
groundnut X'graunfdKnatX n (1602) % a j any r* ^ m 
having edible tuberous roots; esp ; a No. American 



I 
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